The purpose of the paper is to analyse and demonstrate the trends in the scope of data concerning the number of ISO 9001 certificates incorporated in companies around the world with consideration of market division into 39 sectors. The study utilised the desk research method for analysing the available sources of data for the studied problem, especially covering their compilation, mutual verification, processing and reasoning. Then, multi-dimensional comparative analyses were conducted for the obtained results within a time framework of 1998-2017. As result of the conducted analyses, leading sectors in particular countries in terms of the number of incorporated ISO 9001 series standards were established. This enabled identifying the tendencies and determining the further directions of change. The paper is original in that it is based on analysing data within an industry framework in the period of nine years, identifying existing trends and establishing specific cases (countries and industries) for which the ISO 9001 standards are common and for which they are a niche.
INTRODUCTION
The ISO 9001 international standard has permanently taken root in enterprises all across the world (Heras-Saizarbitoria, 2011; Koc, 2007; Marin et al., 2011) . It became an inseparable system element of many organisations and it seems that classifying it as a component of organisational culture has its rational justification (Kim et al., 2011; Briscoe et al., 2005) . ISO 9001 constitutes a widely recognised quality management standard in terms of planning, organising, monitoring and control in the framework of continuous improvement (Allur et al., 2014; Franceschini et al., 2018) . Regardless of the deficiencies of the normative approach to a company's quality management system, as of yet only the ISO 9001 standard was spread on a global scale (Rusjan et al., 2010 , Sampaio et al., 2009 . Naturally, the intensity of incorporating the ISO 9001 in companies across the world varies, because it depends on many external and internal factors (Sampaio et al., 2009 , Terziovski et al., 2003 . Nevertheless, an analysis of the statistics concerning the number of ISO 9001 incorporations in companies of a given country allows for the observation of a dependency between the number and the given country's degree of economic growth, political and legal, technical and technological, social and cultural or international dimension (Hys, 2015 , Dick et al., 2008 .
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH
The purpose of the paper is to analyse and demonstrate the trends in the scope of data concerning the number of ISO 9001 certificates incorporated in companies around the world with consideration of market division into 39 sectors. The study was conducted using the desk research method. The data was organised according to an established selection key resulting from the adopted detailed objectives of this paper. The analysis covered over a dozen reports published by the International Organization for Standardization, an independent, non-governmental international organisation with a membership of 162 national standards bodies. Accredited bodies from nearly all countries in the world annually submit current statistical data on the number of ISO 9001 certificates obtained by companies in the given year. Thanks to a co-operation with these bodies, International Organization for Standardization keeps a regular list and thus monitoring of the changes in the scope of ISO 9001 incorporations. This paper will be focused on ISO 9001 incorporations, but from the perspective of industry sectors ( Table 1) . All sectors were classified in 39 groups, which results from the adopted European classification (EA stands for European Accreditation). The data analysis was conducted for the period between 1998 to 2017. The data analysis was conducted in the scope of detailed objectives conforming to the paper's main objective, specifically: P1: global data analysis in the scope of 162 countries, the accredited bodies of which are International Organization for Standardization members. P2: data analysis concerning the number of ISO 9001 incorporations for particular sectors in European countries. P3: data analysis concerning the number of global incorporations in particular years for sectors that are leading or incidentally take part in ISO 9001 incorporations.
RESULTS
The realisation of the detailed objectives allowed for analysing the statistical data in the scope of ISO 9001 incorporation intensity in the world, with specific consideration of industrial sectors. The data analysis was conducted in three stages: in the scope of global data; data concerning the ISO 9001 incorporations in 39 sectors in European countries and the analysis of leading and incidental sectors for these countries.
ISO 9001 by industrial sector in the world
The global data analysis period covered 20 years, starting in 1998. It is a period during which accredited certification bodies being ISO members submitted data on the incorporation numbers as part of co-operation. The number of ISO 9001 incorporations for 39 industry sectors for the given period constitutes impressive analytical material. The breakdown of data in a global framework (the data concerns all countries submitting data to the ISO) allows for the following interpretation. A general breakdown, due to the data's multiplicity, is rather indecipherable (Fig.  1 ). 
ISO 9001 by industrial sector in the Europe
In terms of the data quantity, the subsequent analysis was spatially limited and only covered European countries. Due to the lack of data for the Vatican and Macedonia, 44 out of 46 European countries were analysed. Moreover, in 2009 there was also no data available for Luxembourg. An extended data analysis was conducted in the next stage. The issue concerned analysing and comparing the data in terms of leading and incidental sectors. It was interesting to verify whether global data concerning the number of ISO 9001 incorporations for particular industrial sectors will be reflected in the number for Europe (Fig. 2) . 
ISO 9001 according to the industrial sector in the world -detailed data
The analysis of particular sectors demonstrated that the industry that most often incorporates the ISO 9001 globally is Construction, whereas the least often -Nuclear fuel ( Table 2) . For researchers dealing in particular sectors and their evolution in terms of developing and implementing the ISO 9001 standard, the data specified in Table 2 provide detailed information on the number of the standard's incorporations. This results from the sectors' specificity. It also seems that companies used the ISO 9001 to establish a specific communication code which not only constitutes a basis for co-operation, but also facilitates compatibility between particular parts of the world that differ in many aspects. The least ISO 9001 incorporations take place in such countries as Nuclear Fuel and Publishing Companies. It is also worth mentioning the study's limitations. For European countries, detailed statistics of the number of ISO 9001 incorporations for particular industrial sectors are available for 2009-2014, which constitutes a certain study limitation. The lack of detailed data can result from the standard's modification of 2015. Many companies have incorporated the standard prior to 2015 due to concerns about changes, which can also be the cause of lack of data availability.
